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Scotty L. Kelly

From: Denise  <drdc@comcast.net> on behalf of drdwood@comcast.net
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2026 3:06 PM
To: Laura J. DeBruce; Holly Smith; John Henshaw; Richard Johnson; Mike Miller; Scotty L. 

Kelly
Subject: Objection to Proposed $1.7 Million Annual Stormwater Special Assessment

 
Subject: ObjecƟon to Proposed $1.7 Million Annual Stormwater Special Assessment 
  
  
Dear Mayor and Members of the Sanibel City Council: 
  
  
  
I am wriƟng to formally object to the proposed $1.7 million annual stormwater special assessment.  
  
  
I recognize the importance of maintaining Sanibel’s drainage and stormwater infrastructure. However, residents should 
not be asked to accept another substanƟal, recurring financial obligaƟon with no end date. 
  
  
  
Sanibel property owners already pay significant property taxes, oŌen on very highly valued properƟes. At the same Ɵme, 
residents have personally spent enormous amounts repairing, rebuilding, and recovering from Hurricanes Ian, Debby, 
Helene, and Milton. Many homeowners are sƟll dealing with increased insurance costs, deducƟbles, repairs, 
construcƟon expenses, and other storm-related financial burdens. The City should recognize this cumulaƟve burden 
before adding another annual charge. 
  
  
  
I am parƟcularly concerned that the proposed assessment appears to have no clearly established sunset date. An annual 
assessment without a defined compleƟon date can easily become a permanent tax-like obligaƟon.  Residents deserve 
evidence that the proposed expenditures will actually produce measurable improvements. General statements about 
the importance of stormwater management are not sufficient jusƟficaƟon for collecƟng $1.7 million every year. The City 
should provide specific engineering plans, project prioriƟes, cost esƟmates, expected results, and a system for publicly 
measuring those results. 
  
  
  
The City should also exhaust federal, state, FEMA, EPA, and other grant opportuniƟes before placing another burden on 
local property owners. Sanibel has already received substanƟal outside funding for hurricane recovery and 
infrastructure, and every reasonable source of outside funding should be pursued before creaƟng a new recurring 
assessment. 
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Finally, before imposing another charge, the City should consider the possibility of leveraging exisƟng tax revenues, 
stormwater revenues, reserves, grants, and other available resources to fund the proposed work. 
  
  
  
Sanibel residents have demonstrated extraordinary commitment to this community.  Now is the Ɵme for fiscal restraint, 
transparency, and accountability—not another open-ended annual assessment. 
  
  
  
I respecƞully urge the Mayor and City Council to reject the proposed $1.7 million annual stormwater assessment. 
  
  
  
Thank you for your consideraƟon. 
  
  
  
Respecƞully, 
  
Denise Wood 
  
 
5424 Shearwater Dr., Sanibel, FL 33957 
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Scotty L. Kelly

From: Joe Sette <joesettee@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2026 8:49 AM
To: Scotty L. Kelly; John D. Agnew; sancouncil
Subject: Objection to Proposed Special Asseement for "Stormwater"

 
Sanibel City Clerk and Mayor MikeMiller 
 
We are the owners of parcel 10021298, located at 1020 Bird Watch way Sanibel Florida. We have been 
owners of this property for in excess of 20 years. We hereby register our objection to the city of Sanibel's 
proposed "Stormwater" assessment, for what is described as Stormwater management. 
 
There are a number of reasons for this objection, which are identified herein. First stormwater 
management does not identify what it means by the use of the term. "Stormwater" other than likely to try 
to get around legal objections to more accurately describe the proposal as a general funding 
assessment/tax.  However, the use of the general term "stormwater" without identification does not 
provide sufficient clarity to determine what "stormwater" actually means in its use.  
 
Additionally, the assessment seeks to make the assessment based upon an ERU which has no bearing or 
relationship to the actual use of the property and our Individual lot; development thereon I can assure 
you does not match the ERU as defined.  The impervious area of our particular lot is nowhere near the 
estimated 6300 square feet. We cannot determine the relationship of our lot to the needed funding and 
use of funds given the lack of information on the specific use of the funds sought. 
 
Further, the proposal does not identify what specific needs give rise to the proposed special assessment 
other than identifying improvements for stormwater and future infrastructure projects. What specific 
improvements and infrastructure is required  that demands a special assessment beyond that which is 
already paid by the yearly property taxes.  
 
We oppose any such assessment. 
 
 
Joe and Lesley Sette 
 
--  
Joe Sette  

To help protect your privacy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the  
Internet.
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Scotty L. Kelly

From: Greg Andersen <gregandersen3913@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, August 7, 2026 12:12 PM
To: sancouncil
Subject: Stornwater assessment.

 
Hello  
 
We are  opposed to the assessment . Our property tax is for this type of infrastructure. What starts as a 
small $277.55 will soon be $1200. We all know this is what happens.   
We should go for state and federal grants etc etc.  
 We appreciate all your hard work. 
Thank you  
The Andersens  
888 Rabbit Rd Sanibel Fl  
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