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Marsha Ellis <marshaellis22@gmail.com>

Site # ERIC_18352, concern PFAS testing
1 message

Marsha Ellis <marshaellis22@gmail.com> Mon, May 20, 2024 at 9:07 AM
To: johnr.sego@floridadep.gov

Dear John,

I contacted you earlier this Spring (2024) by phone with public concerns for legacy contaminants at the Former Sanibel Bayous WWTP, Site # ERIC_18352.  In that
conversation I relayed public concerns as shared with me and that I have reviewed in written record, for the testing methodology executed by RMA --- such as
putting the testing groundwater well in an area that did correlate with a known cache of nutrients verified by a spike (nitrogen and phosphorus), "commercial" v.
"residential" remediation standard differences, cumulative impacts of contaminants and cumulative health impacts, i.e. carcinogens, as well as  leaching.  At that time
I shared concern for future "dewatering" with inadequate provision i.e. self-certification or sub-contracting, that may occur in the future to accomodate pools indicated
on the plans (pool decks) for 6 homes at future development "Coastal Creek", and the subsequent moving around of the sub-surface contaminant cache in the
"dewatering" process.  These advocacy efforts have been openly shared with parties of interest. 

These concerns for legacy contaminants persist, as well as heightened concerns for disclosure of property defect given suspected contamination --- remaining
unresolved and a subject of community controversy and anxiety.

Given the reasonable likelihood of highly transmissible PFAS legacy contaminants correlating with known cache of legacy nutrients, i.e. nitrogen, phosphorus and
"relative" metals spike, aligning with the footprint of the former plant, FDEP testing of the site is MORE than warranted.  FDEP has indicated that the department
"wants to locate and document" PFAS contaminated sites and this absolutely should be done on Sanibel Island at the former WWTP with haste.  This is a 3 acre site
and PROPER OUTCOME is entirely achievable.  Neighboring homeowners are rightly concerned---even considering acquiring the property to enable it to be
properly remediated to protect their interests, including concerns for floc in Heron's Landing Lake and wildlife habitat impairments encompassing  health, life and
safety given bioaccumulation.  

Biosolids resulting from WWTP operations, as visible in the accompanying forwarded email of PFAS contaminant-source, are certainly equal in magnitude --- if not
exceeding concerns attributed to landfills and other sources currently under FDEP investigation.

My husband, Dr. Serge Thomas at FGCU's Water School, has monitored several impaired island lakes since before 2016, issuing a report for Sanibel in 2016
identifying Heron's Landing lake in particular as "alarmingly anoxic" with notable salinity when compared to the other impaired lakes Sanibel Island.  Heron's Landing
Lake has greater interaction with other water bodies than most with greater implications.  It was the contamination and shutting down of Bowman's Beach that first
instigated the discommission of the WWTP when it was found to be point-source of the pollution.   Serge has remained committed to these lakes and studied
impacts from Hurricane Ian for one-year post storm, including impacts to Heron's Landing Lake.  He has sought and is seeking novel remediation to improve the
health of the lake through grant/funding proposal(s) --- including possible use of bentonite --- for scientific and public benefit. 

As you will read in the email copied  below, there have been several instances of PFAS concerns in the community following the science-informed "reasonable
likelihoods.  PFAS contamination if being verefied by testing, most notably at the C & D landfill (Gulf Coast), through Phase II real estate disclosure of a property
sought for purchase by Lee County.  PFAS contamination in the "generalized" wastewater stream and accumulating biosolids is known and verefied.  PFAS
quantities, through cursory  research re:wastewater streams and biosolids, were comparably HIGHER in the period of time the former WWTP was in operation.

Testing and remediation to appropriate"residential" industry standards for Site # ERIC_18352 is ENTIRELY achievable given that it is 3 acres.  This site has been
subject of scientific interest, study and monitoring for a considerable time to address the conditions of the lake.  This is especially important given historical intersect
with public health (Bowman's Beach) demonstrating contamination pattern and robust public engagement of the surrounding property owners.  

Please address and redress the concerns of the public.  Minimizing or  dismissing their legitimate concerns harms the public trust.  Given the small-scale and high
profile of this property, an opportunity to properly TEST and REMEDIATE the 3 acres and must be acted on in in a timely manner in the public interests and in the
interest of science to inform policy and action.  

Sincerely,
Marsha Ellis
(239)822-7826

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Marsha Ellis <marshaellis22@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, May 13, 2024 at 8:23 AM
Subject: Re: MAY 24 DCEH 113 - R - PFAS test for private well
To: P. Whitehead <pbackos@hotmail.com>, <Michael.Berry@flhealth.gov>

Dear Michael,

I have been working with Patty on the issue of PFAS is well water here in Lee County. I also use well water.  We understand the priority based on reasonable
likelihood informed by scientific research and testing. Our concerns arise after reading the Site Environmental Report for the parcel next to the Gulfcoast Landfill (C
& D) that yielded high PFAS results see below.  Also included is a map of section of Lehigh Acres with DSS wells.  I have reported the exceedances to the DOH,
SFWMD, researchers and Lee County:
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PFAS are also suspected at the former Wastewater Plant on Sanibel Island next to Heron's Landing due to large nutrient spike at the site which needs to be tested
and remediated to remove the suspected cache of contaminants before the Coastal Creek development (6 new houses) makes addressing the problem more
difficult and perpetuates a liability for community.  The site#ERIC_18352 is the reference.  My concerns reference research as presented at the Hinkley Center for
Solid and Hazardous Waste Management (UF), PFAS in Municipal Public Works Waste Streams Kickoff Meeting Technical Advisory Group Meeting August 16th,
2022, Dr. Timothy Townsend’s slide demonstrates PFAS sources in municipal waste.  Most notable, these sources include biosolids.  
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PFAS contamination in wastewater generated biosolids applied to crops in Maine were verified 100% of the time and the concern of the residents regarding PFAS
left behind at the wastewater site is warranted. A suit originating in Texas to address wastewater derived biosolid use has been filed as explained in this
article https://nationalaglawcenter.org/farmers-file-suit-over-pfas-contamination/. 
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My husband, Dr. Thomas at FGCU has been involved in monitoring, studying and seeking to remediate the Heron's Landing stormwater lake since before 2016.  The
pond is highly impaired --- both a hazardous nuisance for the existing homeowners and habitat for the wildlife they cherish.  The highly suspected cache of legacy
PFAS (based on reasonable likelihood) is an environmental factor that must be tested  to enable community and scientific action --- to protect the interests of the
neighbors on Osprey Ct. and environment.  Many partners want to support a positive outcome in addressing how we deal with, and not run away from, legacy
PFAS. 

Please give me some guidance as to whom I can coordinate with to this end.  

Sincerely,
Marsha Ellis
(239)822-7826

On Sun, May 12, 2024 at 11:14 AM P. Whitehead <pbackos@hotmail.com> wrote:

Get Outlook for Android

From: Berry, Michael S <Michael.Berry@flhealth.gov>
Sent: Sunday, May 12, 2024 10:04:18 AM
To: pbackos@hotmail.com <pbackos@hotmail.com>
Subject: RE: MAY 24 DCEH 113 - R - PFAS test for private well
 

Good morning

 

We understand your concerns about per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS).   These chemicals are not found in nature and are only found in response to
human activities.  Our Well Surveillance program works with the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to sample private drinking water wells in areas of
known or suspected human-caused contamination.  Given our limited resources, we can only search in areas where we have a reasonable expectation that PFAS
are in the groundwater.  Common sources of PFAS are fire training centers, airports, industrial sites manufacturing oil- and water-resistant materials and landfills.  

 

That said, the DEP is actively searching for sites contaminated with PFAS.  This includes investigations at fire training centers, drycleaning and other industrial
sites.  We work with the DEP to sample wells in the area if contamination is found.   You can find more information on their web site here: https://floridadep.gov/
waste/waste-cleanup/content/dep%E2%80%99s-efforts-address-pfas-environment.  

 

If you are not using your well for drinking or you do not currently qualify for our Well Surveillance program sampling, you can choose to have your well sampled by
a state-certified private laboratory.  I have attached a list of labs that are certified to sample drinking water for PFAS.  Please be aware that not every lab on the list
will suit your needs. You may need to call several to find the right one for you.

 

I hope this helps.  If I can be of further assistance, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

 

Regards,

Mike

 

----------

Michael Berry, R.S., Natural Sciences Manager • Florida Department of Health • Division of Disease Control and Health Protection • Bureau of Environmental
Public Health

4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin A08 • Tallahassee, FL  32399-1710 • 850-901-6486 • cell 850-274-6601 • fax 850-487-0864

 

Our Mission:  To protect, promote & improve the health of all people in Florida through integrated state, county, & community efforts.

 

Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from state officials regarding state business are public records available to the
public and media upon request. Your e-mail communications may be subject to public disclosure.
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From: Sally Haynes <revsal@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, November 14, 2024 11:57 AM 
To: sancouncil@mysanibel.com; richard.johnson@mysanibel.com; craig.chandler@mysa
nibel.com; dana.souza@mysanibel.com; john.henshaw@mysanibel.com 
Cc: Doug Stimmel <dwstimme@gmail.com>; Debbie Small 
<debbie.small@nashvillelaw.net>; Heron's Landing HOA Board 
<hlboard33957@gmail.com> 
Subject: Piles of contaminated dirt at Coastal Creek 

  

Mayor, City Council, and Staff, I’m writing to follow up on my emails of October 21 and 
November 7, and also my futile attempt to speak to the City Council on November 14.* My 
most pressing concern is 

sophospsmartbannerend 

Mayor, City Council, and Staff, 

I’m writing to follow up on my emails of October 21 and November 7, and also my futile 
attempt to speak to the City Council on November 14.* 

My most pressing concern is that I am still looking at 2 massive piles of admittedly 
contaminated sand/soil at the Coastal Creek construction site, while another storm is 
bearing down on us. (My neighbors and I have already booked hotel rooms, because we 
know how rapidly our homes flood.) Once again, contaminants from these piles, originating 
from the decommissioned City wastewater facility, will flow onto our property and into our 
lower levels. My health and my safety, along with the health and safety of my family and 
neighbors, will once again be at risk. 

Excavators have been working at that site since early in the year. My expectation was that 
the City of Sanibel would monitor the work to insure that the conditions of the October 23, 
2023 agreement were met, especially since the City is fully aware of the previous history of 
that site. Instead, as far as I can tell, City staff only began looking closely once I began 
asking questions. 

I implore you once again to direct City personnel to monitor this site closely. I know that 
staff, even as excellent as they may be, are spread thin. However, this construction site 
should be of particular focus, since it is the largest subdivision built on Sanibel in recent 
years and is on a site that the City is aware is contaminated. 

As you recall, the Heron's Lake neighbors expressed concern throughout the permitting 
process. When we spoke at the Planning Commission, one commissioner told us that we 
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had “sour grapes” for not purchasing the property ourselves. Another commissioner told us 
that our yards were the problem for pollutants for the lake, and that we ought to watch 
ourselves. (It’s in the transcript.) Since then, Dana Dettmar has inspected our backyards 
twice. I’m making an observation, not a complaint, since we have an agreement with the 
City along these lines. However, you can understand why I am so troubled to have Osprey 
Court yards inspected twice in a time period when, as far as I can tell, the entire Coastal 
Creek development has been inspected minimally, if at all. 

Please do anything in your power to get those dirt piles removed before Tropical 
Storm/Hurricane Sara arrives next week, so that they won’t wash into my home. Please 
monitor this site more closely, including discovering whether they have actually abided by 
the terms related to remove contaminated soil that they disturb. And please help me 
understand that Coastal Creek is being made to live up to their agreement with the City in 
the same way that my neighbors and I have been. 

Respectfully but also with great concern, 

Sally Haynes 

* On November 12, I was present for over 3.5 hours of the City Council meeting, having 
changed one appointment to be there. I couldn’t change my noon volunteer commitment in 
a classroom at Heights Elementary, so I had to leave for a bit. In spite of coming back again 
for another hour, I didn’t receive 3 minutes to speak. But that’s a topic for another time. 

 



 



Marsha Ellis <marshaellis22@gmail.com>

Coastal Creek
Gayle Dendinger <GayleD@caplogistics.com> Thu, Sep 25, 2025 at 11:14 AM
To: Marsha Ellis <marshaellis22@gmail.com>

Dear Sanibel Councilmembers and Staff, 

I am unable to attend tonight's meeting and give public comment opposing Item 8. (a.) as I am a part-time
resident and was not given written notice about changes that would allow the Administrative Approval of
Plats, but am strongly in opposition to adopting this item.  I am in agreement with public testimony given at
the hearing tonight opposing this item including written evidence submitted at tonight's meeting and all
evidence previously submitted by residents, Staff and others associated with this case regarding the Coastal
Creek Development and the legacy and history of the Sanibel Bayous Wastewater plant. 

I am opposed to adopting Item 8 that is procedurally in conflict with Conditions of the Coastal Creek
approval. 

I also agree with the substantive testimony and evidence presented by the public opposing Item 8 and given
in public comment about the accountability of the Coastal Creek development.    This includes combined
and emerging contaminant impacts on the failing health of Heron’s Landing Lake and broader aquatic
environment that remain unaddressed and are unresolved in the Coastal Creek approval.  

Our residence borders Heron’s Landing lake in Heron Landing community.  Given no notice I was unable to
book a flight and travel to Sanibel as I would have.  I am concerned for the health of my family, future
neighbors and visitors to Sanibel from exposures to nuisance algal blooms and contaminants, like PFAS and
metal that bioaccumulate.  

Please protect our island, our citizens, and the reason why people come to Sanibel.

Thank you for your help in this matter. 

Gayle Dendinger

303-829-8385



INTEGRA ENVIRONMENTAL AND WATER SERVICES

Florida Administrative Code 62-302.531 Numeric Interpretations of Narrative Nutrient 
Criteria

The narrative water quality criteria for nutrients in paragraphs 62-302.530 (47) (a) and (b) applies to all 
Class I, Class II, and Class II waters.

Although there is no numeric interpretation, a narrative for nutrients is as follows:

 Parameter (a), (b) nutrients: “The discharge of nutrients shall continue to be limited as needed 
to prevent violations of other standards contained in this chapter. Man-induced nutrient 
enrichment (total nitrogen or total phosphorus) shall be considered degradation in relation to 
the provisions of Rules 62-302.300, 62-302.700, and 62-4.242, F.A.C.”

“In no case shall nutrient concentrations of a body of water be altered so as to cause an imbalance in 
natural populations of aquatic flora or fauna.”  

Absent a numeric interpretation, site specific numeric interpretations are established as follows:

For lakes, the applicable numeric interpretations of the narrative nutrient criterion in paragraph 62-
302.530 (47)(b), F.A.C. for chlorophyll a are shown in the table below. The applicable interpretations for 
Total Nitrogen and Total Phosphorus will vary on an annual basis, depending on the availability of 
chlorophyll a data and the concentrations of nutrients and chlorophyll a in the lake, as described below. 
If there are insufficient data to calculate the annual geometric mean chlorophyll a for a given year or the 
annual geometric mean chlorophyll a exceeds the values in the table below for the lake type, then the 
applicable numeric interpretation for Total Nitrogen and Total Phosphorus shall be the minimum values 
in the table below:

Long Term Geometric Mean 
Lake Color and Alkalinity

Annual 
Geometric 
Mean 
Chlorophyll a

Minimum calculated numeric 
interpretation

Maximum calculated numeric 
interpretation

Annual 
Geometric 
Mean Total 

Phosphorus

Annual 
Geometric 
Mean Total 

Nitrogen

Annual 
Geometric 
Mean Total 

Phosphorus

Annual Geometric 
Mean Total 

Nitrogen

≥ 40 Platinum Cobalt Units 20 µg/L 0.05 mg/L 1.27 mg/L 0.16 mg/L1 2.23 mg/L

≤ 40 Platinum Cobalt Units and ≥ 
20 mg/L CaCO3

20 µg/L 0.03 mg/L 1.05 mg/L 0.09 mg/L 1.91 mg/L

≤ 40 Platinum Cobalt Units and ≤ 
20 mg/L CaCO3 

6 µg/L 0.01 mg/L 0.51 mg/L 0.03 mg/L 0.93 mg/L

1 For lakes with color ≥ 40 PCU in the West Central Nutrient Watershed Region, the maximum TP limit shall be the 0.49 
mg/L TP streams threshold for the region.

c. For the purpose of subparagraph 62-302.531(2)(b)1., F.A.C., color shall be assessed as true color and shall be free from 



turbidity. Lake color and alkalinity shall be the long-term geometric mean of all of the data for the period of record, based on a 
minimum of ten data points over at least three years with at least one data point in each year. If insufficient alkalinity data are 
available, long-term geometric mean specific conductance values of all of the data for the period of record shall be used, with a 
value of ≤100 micromhos/cm used to estimate the 20 mg/L CaCO3 alkalinity concentration until such time that alkalinity data 
are available. Long-term geometric mean specific conductance shall be based on a minimum of ten data points over at least 
three years with at least one data point in each year.

So, for lakes with color > 40 PCU in the Peninsular Nutrient Watershed Region (this Region includes 
Lee County and the Subject Site), the maximum Total Phosphorus limit shall be the 0.12 mg/L and the 
maximum Total Nitrogen limit shall be 1.54 mg/L. See the below Table for the nutrient thresholds set 
forth: 

Nutrient Watershed 
Region Total Phosphorus Nutrient Threshold1 

Total Nitrogen Nutrient 
Threshold1 

Panhandle West 0.06 mg/L 0.67 mg/L  

Panhandle East 0.18 mg/L 1.03 mg/L  

North Central 0.30 mg/L 1.87 mg/L

Peninsular 0.12 mg/L 1.54 mg/L

West Central 0.49 mg/L 1.65 mg/L

South Florida No numeric nutrient threshold. The 
narrative criterion in paragraph 62-
302.530(47)(b), F.A.C., applies.

No numeric nutrient threshold. 
The narrative criterion in 
paragraph 62-302.530(47)(b), 
F.A.C., applies.

1These values are annual geometric mean concentrations not to be exceeded more than once in any three calendar 
year period.

These are the water quality results for surface water samples collected and reported by the SCCF on July 
3, 2017 (Eutrophication Study):

Parameter Lake Location HL01 Lake Location HL02 Lake Location HL03
Total Phosphorus 

(mg/L)
4.37 4.43 4.64

Total Nitrogen (mg/L) 8.78 8.14 8.06
Chlorophyll a (ug/L) 332 361 346

Although collected one time, the site-specific results would seem to indicate that at these levels, the 
thresholds would be highly exceeded. 
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https://youtu.be/fedNfKfHPLk
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