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Re: Proposed e bike business

From Cheri Hollis <rittenhaus@aol.com>
Date Mon 2/23/2026 8:00 PM
To sanplan <sanplan@mysanibel.com>

Paula, 

As a full-time Sanibel resident, I strongly oppose bringing any chain e-bike rental business—
international or local—to our island. How many times do we need to say no in order to protect our 
local businesses?

Billy and Sally Kirkland are true Sanibel legends. What they have done for this community, and what 
they continue to give, deserves our recognition and support. Like so many of us, they lost so much 
after Hurricane Ian, yet they continue to show up, rebuild, and serve this island with heart and 
integrity.

I also recognize the other rental agencies on island and they deserve the same considerations. 

In my opinion, allowing another rental company to set up shop here would be a disservice and a slap 
in the face to everything they’ve worked so hard to preserve.

Best, 

Cheri Hollis
590 Lake Murex Circle 

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/PrEGzL_9Z0O58w!z3tAwk56ucOmrNL7Q-RGVorpOpq29-uTLmY6_FqEtymFykKossp1FJp5l6Nn0fzX3f0y7c84FLCxoUrxdcw2_eORNgcdYXs$
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No to the new e-bike place

From Kate Platt <k8platt@yahoo.com>
Date Mon 2/23/2026 4:52 AM
To sanplan <sanplan@mysanibel.com>
Cc Timothy Wodjeski <twodjeski@yahoo.com>

Hello,
I am a Sanibel homeowner and full time resident for over 10 years and totally oppose the idea of a 
new company bringing more e-bike rentals. 
Thank you,
Katherine Platt 
Sent from my iPhone

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/PrEGzL_9Z0O58w!zLtOAs4aWS0nwpL6Qwro9g5TUxPwHuOm81y-PGsj5jTfAJ0Byr6Qdqgd6XuZfQt9-iIDRl3oaACGNCO6LrL3jVnct1Nu0EYyTw$
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Additional E-bike rentals

From DIANNE <thebeachhouse142@gmail.com>
Date Mon 2/23/2026 2:49 AM
To sanplan <sanplan@mysanibel.com>

I'm told of the upcoming decision regarding additional e-bike rentals that you are taking public input 
and information. 
AZ is considering legislation that requires e-bikes on roadways only, no trails. One group wants to 
require a valid vehicle license for ebikers. There is now a new crime element, kids on e-bikes knocking 
over pedestrians, stealing their stuff and riding away so rapidly the victim can't catch them. 
At this time the issues surrounding these vehicles are just beginning to be studied from a public safety 
standpoint. It seems premature to approve the request until more information is collected and 
considered. 
Thanks, Jon and Dianne Olson
thebeachhouse142@gmail.com

Sent from my iPhone

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/PrEGzL_9Z0O58w!zLtOYiC0-W1pA1L17GrmlrtRSpq3ZPZwf89H1dcY3i204xSQbblCmFrFWQgfnh7ERmaVXqUtSFsdTyv6SCwMTuNhQr-htfEQ4A$
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Electric bike rentals

From Laura Kreter <laura249@icloud.com>
Date Sun 2/22/2026 10:20 PM
To sanplan <sanplan@mysanibel.com>

We have two great bike rental businesses on Sanibel. We certainly don’t need another, especially an 
international chain rental!!!!
Let us remain the island we truly are meant to be. We started coming 40plus years ago. We now live 
here.
 My children saved all year long to rent bikes here. Fennimores & Billys became their friends. That is 
what community is
All about!!!
VOTE NO!

- Laura Kreter

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/PrEGzL_9Z0O58w!zJtOLIBU2Y2HwtL1YyQGlkRxDltQDkuPWusLAzAX9UGsKsbFVU2pxQ0odIvekAvOmAoLKqQjXzoZvH8y3wPX33iT69MP_f6ehUE$
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Ebikes

From David and Debra Maddox <dmaddox3400@msn.com>
Date Sun 2/22/2026 8:07 PM
To sanplan <sanplan@mysanibel.com>

Hello Paula,

I have been a condominium owner on Sanibel Island for quite some time. Love the beauty of the
island which includes the biking paths. I am TOTALLY AGAINST the proposal for the e-bikes being on
Sanibel. I think they would totally ruin the atmosphere and the nature of Sanibel. 
Sincerely,
Debra Maddox, Sand Point Condo

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S21 Ultra 5G, an AT&T 5G smartphone

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/PrEGzL_9Z0O58w!wDtBzuBWtS0H7d8abEtGVJUw3imd82gUffrWMYJD82vxC5zPEkWVx4I7D0VJ5ucim_m2JvTI-fiG0OPKMB_eplgx6zWFHoxh0Kk3wUxYn8rn8Uv9EBC73Hrkqw3Ejuw5EQdZhbNTOmDRfXDd0A$
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Unlimited Biking

From Jeffrey Blackman <jlblackman@icloud.com>
Date Sun 2/22/2026 7:51 PM
To erikahsteiner2012@gmail.com <erikahsteiner2012@gmail.com>; kate@onislandsanibel.com

<kate@onislandsanibel.com>; colter@gate.net <colter@gate.net>; Larry Schopp <larryschopp@aol.com>;
lwelchpc@protonmail.com <lwelchpc@protonmail.com>; paulanichols777@gmail.com
<paulanichols777@gmail.com>; tiffany.burns@premiersir.com <tiffany.burns@premiersir.com>

Cc sanplan <sanplan@mysanibel.com>

Dear Sanibel Planning Commissioners,  

I am writing as a Sanibel resident and business owner in opposition to the Conditional Use Permit 
Application submitted for Unlimited Biking, an international formula retail store, to rent 100 eBikes from 
Unit 3 of the Islander Center on Periwinkle Way.

Five years ago the Planning Commission determined unanimously and unambiguously that the Islander 
Center was not safe for operation of a bike rental business that would have consisted of 70 non-electric 
bicycles. Five years later the same applicant is back – acknowledging, this time, that it is a formula retail 
business – and asking for 150 rental bikes, including some number of e-bikes. Staff this time supports 
100 rental bikes at that location, notwithstanding the unanimous safety findings by the Commission five 
years ago.

1. The Islander Center at 2407 Periwinkle is not a safe location for a steady stream of bicycle renters to 
test-drive bikes in a small, multi-tenant parking lot, and then to egress/ingress onto the heavily trafficked 
SUP on Periwinkle Way. It was unanimously deemed unsafe by the Commission five years ago, when this 
same company applied for a smaller number of bicycles at this same location – and it is no safer 
today. Indeed, with the addition of faster, heavier electric bikes to that location, it is less safe today.

According to the Final Meeting Minutes of the February 9, 2021 Planning Commission hearing on the 
matter [at pp 10-11], “Commissioners detailed various concerns, including internal compatibility with 
other uses on the same site, inadequacy of parking, safety concerns for bicycle renters related to fitting 
and testing of rental bikes in a parking lot with high traffic flow, [and] safety concerns for bicyclists 
having to ingress and egress to a business in the middle of a shopping center with restaurants and other 
businesses with high traffic flow . . . .” 

These were not passing concerns; these were concerns that Commissioners believed could not be 
remedied by any changes:  Several Commissioners voiced “concerns that the Commission believed 

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/PrEGzL_9Z0O58w!zJtPQuC6mcOHbFL7LYoGFuqO-KvRpDk7ECEC57x3b_7R4wzoAt62LIa6IOZT9rUsOIcYy-qrk4xm1u8UfynKbydLw9x8Fws2_f8$


should have made staff not support the request, not being aware of any changes that could be made to 
make this particular site acceptable for this use, and that enough information had been provided during 
the hearing and through site visits to make a decision.” [Minutes at p. 12] [emphasis added]

The recent removal from the LDC of the technical parking requirements for commercial properties does 
not render this location less unsafe for operating a bicycle rental business. The safety findings of the 
Commission in 2021 related to the nature of a bicycle rental business – which entails customers being 
fitted for bikes and road-testing bikes in a parking lot; and related to the location of such a business in a 
cramped parking lot servicing multiple other businesses with high traffic flow – with ingress and egress 
of bicyclists (many of them inexperienced). These concerns are inherent to that type of business in that 
specific parking lot no less now than in 2021. (Presently there is no restaurant at that location, but with 
an existing CUP for a restaurant there presumably will be again.)

The applicant states in its letter to the City of Sanibel that “we expect approximately 65% of our rentals 
will be delivery-based, serving residential homes, vacation properties, and local hotels.” That leaves a 
minimal expectation of 35% of its 100 rental bikes that will be serviced in person from the Islander 
Center. 

And it is likely to be a greater in-person rate than 35%. It is noteworthy that of the “16 cities worldwide” 
locations listed on the applicant’s website, 15 are exactly that:  cities. Sanibel is much different 
geographically and demographically than New York, London, or Paris. There will likely be a greater 
percentage of walk-ins by Sanibel customers, given the visible location of the Islader Center near the 
busy intersection of Periwinkle Way and Palm Ridge Rd on a small island.

In addition, much of Unlimited Biking’s website marketing emphasizes its in-person guided tours:  
“Unlimited Biking has grown to include sixteen cities worldwide, over eighty guided tours, and millions 
of people choosing to explore with Unlimited Biking”. Guided tours from the Islander Center would add 
a significant traffic load of cars arriving for tours, and an increased load of bicyclists congregating in that 
parking lot testing, egressing, and ingressing as part of the tours. 

2. Bringing onto Sanibel one of the largest bike rental chains in the country is detrimental to the local 
bike rental businesses, and is inconsistent with the the Sanibel Plan and the City of Sanibel Mission 
Statement.

The Sanibel Plan emphasizes the island’s small-town charm and a community living in harmony with the 
island’s wildlife. In the Plan’s Hierarchy of Values, “Sanibel will serve as attraction only to the extent to 
which it retains its desired qualities as sanctuary and community.”

The environment and community of Sanibel have been hit with once-a-century threats in recent years. It 
has been a financial, administrative, and emotional struggle to rebuild our homes and businesses – and 
for many small business owners, to bear the several-year costs of re-opening into a tourist-driven 
economy with very few tourists. It has only been in the last few months that we have seen business 
volumes return to levels near what they were in 2022.



It does not serve our community that while we are struggling to retain our desired qualities as sanctuary 
and community, Planning Staff is supporting an application by one of the largest bike rental businesses in 
the country to capitalize on our nearly-rebuilt tourist economy – as part of an application that was 
unanimously and unambiguously rejected just five years ago as being unsafe at that very location. 

The City of Sanibel Mission Statement states that Sanibel stakeholders will "promote economic stability, 
strengthen community engagement, and provide exceptional services and governance.” It does not 
“promote economic stability” to undermine the island’s existing bicycle rental businesses, who have 
been slowly pulling themselves back up after surviving catastrophic losses. And it does not “strengthen 
community engagement” to erode the economic foundations of Finnimore’s Bikes or Billy’s Bikes, who 
generously support our island’s nonprofit sector and community activities, who assisted the community 
with free bicycles immediately following Hurricane Ian, and who have retained and paid staff these past 
years to remain open in the midst of a slowly recovering economy.

I am a co-owner of the newest, and smallest, local bike rental company designed primarily to facilitate 
bikers through the Ding Darling, Captiva, and Bowman’s Beach. We are about to launch our new 
business, having been permitted a total of 20 eBikes at a location well away from the main commercial 
district. The entry into the field of Unlimited Biking would dramatically and negatively affect our start-up.

3. The consistency and reliability of City interpretation of the Land Development Code is called into 
question in these circumstances. Although it is true that there is no principle of stare decisis with 
decisions rendered by the Planning Commission, it is also true that there must be some reliable standard 
of consistent application of the Code – and due respect by Planning Staff to decisions by the Planning 
Commission. Five years ago the Commission came to a unanimous decision concerning the same 
applicant at the same location, and unequivocally deemed that location unsafe for a bicycle rental 
business and incapable of being cured as a safe location for a bicycle rental business. For the Planning 
Department to nevertheless support this nearly identical application five years later calls into question 
the finality of Planning Commission decisions interpreting the Land Development Code, and the reliable 
consistency of applying those interpretations to a nearly identical case.

4. Finally, Sanibel may not be prepared for the sharp increase in Class 2 and Class 3 eBike users on its 
shared use paths that would come with an international rental chain in the thick of Periwinkle Way. Just 
two weeks ago City Council decided to move forward an ordinance authorizing Class 2 and Class 3 eBikes 
on Sanibel’s shared use paths. During that Council session it was acknowledged that there would 
inevitably be a resulting increase of eBikes on the SUP, and an accompanying increase of safety risks to 
other users of the SUP (pedestrians and other cyclists, particularly older people, children, and pets). But 
it was felt that there was a greater safety risk in requiring Class 2 and Class 3 eBike cyclists to ride on 
Sanibel roadways, which do not have sufficient shoulder space to readily accommodate cyclists. 

As the City adjusts to an increase in eBike traffic on its SUP, it is important that local bike shops – who 
are local stakeholders with a vested interest in the safety of our community – demonstrate the concern 
and responsiveness to the interests of Sanibel residents. Now is not the time to unleash a Big Bang of 
eBikes on the SUP by situating in the Town Center General one of the country’s largest bike rental 



operations. A business that implicates public safety is not one that should be entrusted to a national 
chain business, whose profits and decision-making authority reside elsewhere.

For all these reasons I urge the Commission to vote no to this application.

Sincerely,

–Jeff Blackman–
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Electric bike rental company

From justin kolster <onemoreday@outlook.com>
Date Sun 2/22/2026 6:50 PM
To sanplan <sanplan@mysanibel.com>

Paula,
I am totally against approval of a business which wants to add ANY electric bicycles to the
Sanibel bike paths. We are OVERRUN by this ridiculous mode of transportation. 
They are a scrounge on society. 

Justin Kolster
1683 Bunting Lane
Sanibel.

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/PrEGzL_9Z0O58w!wLtCLWBWtSwnLd8bbYqG9MiIe_jBuBG7yLvOYDZy9K_z5jh07i9MAaNtAijI_1lyG0bn8rsfy-Blx0oNeFsRlToO8Yc5KMbZ4gkVkHjiTFtk5DJ5-JwmGv7CMOspGWRjablAWxTvLynO$
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150 additional e-bikes

From Celeste <paintedbread@yahoo.com>
Date Sun 2/22/2026 4:58 PM
To sanplan <sanplan@mysanibel.com>
Cc Robert Marsh <robmarshiii@gmail.com>

As a homeowner on the island and a visitor for over 45 years before that, we are opposed to
approving the current request to bring 150 more e-bikes on the island.

Our concern is the safety of the many walkers on the trails (small kids and our beloved
seniors) and the fact that we already have a large number of bikes. The trails are not wide
enough to accommodate motorized vehicles and there would be a greater risk of injury
overall. A potential collision between an electric bike - quite heavy machinery - and a
regular bike could be catastrophic. SO many people are not wearing helmets!!!

I have ridden an electric bike and they are fun and useful in tougher terrain. However, the
speeds can get up to 28 MPH and this is not appropriate for our trails. I don’t think the golf
carts even go that fast ON THE ROAD!

Thank you for your consideration. We want to retain the simple joys of living and
vacationing on Sanibel!

Sincerely,

Celeste and Robert Marsh
446 Surf Sound Court

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/PrEGzL_9Z0O58w!zLtAwm40eW2nbDL7LetoFoPNK4XrwlygjwNdALFOxIQx1-UNRYprgAQ9gD_gb6HrBov_GG03jt1AAtnI33jAHiaEI9o7fvDaSA$
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Sanibel Planning Commission

From Christine Fredric <christine.fredric@gmail.com>
Date Sun 2/22/2026 4:41 PM
To sanplan <sanplan@mysanibel.com>

> 
> ﻿Paula McMichael - I understand that this Tuesday at the Sanibel Planning Commission meeting, an 
international chain bike rental  company wants to bring 150 more e-bike rentals to The Islander Center 
across from San Cap Bank on Periwinkle.
> This application had previously been denied 7-0 by the Planning Commission in 2021.
> 
> Respectfully, as long time permanent residents; we are emailing Paula McMichael with our thoughts: 
we already have two options that serve our island very well - Billy’s and Finnemore’s. Billy was a friend 
to many as we struggled to rebuild and I personally will repay that kindness with my loyal business 
every time we have guests come to stay with us. Please consider our long-standing businesses and 
deny this request. We do not need yet another bike rental company!
> 
> Thank you,
> Christine & Rhett Fredric
> 3840 W Gulf Dr

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/PrEGzL_9Z0O58w!zLtA4wFUd-0H41L1w-todscZaVF3NTQY0yysgAf-2bfEVinRX81SdbC11H_FkXx7jhloUKhD1QBWFIbd79_ayrBUsi3bOT4mFw$
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Strongly Oppose! International ebike rentals!

From Caryn Rickel <cri1611553@aol.com>
Date Sun 2/22/2026 1:55 PM
To sanplan <sanplan@mysanibel.com>

Good morning Paula McMicheal,    

We're very alarmed to hear about this new proposal to allow previously denied

international ebike rental to come on Sanibel.  We strongly oppose!

This application had previously been denied 7-0 by the Planning Commission in 2021.  

Long time residents since 1991,
Rickel Family,
Sanibel

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/PrEGzL_9Z0O58w!zJtOYgBbmU0GgtEbzqpGdVIYLOfzH6t_elNmuai_-M0V25bqBh-LVnOGHiVvWktUyQ0WP_yLwBz-Qlxle9UnkzsoFKnzGNCUy54$
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E-bikes

From Patti Kolster <pkolster32@gmail.com>
Date Sun 2/22/2026 1:08 PM
To sanplan <sanplan@mysanibel.com>

Dear Paula McMichael,

As a home owner on Sanibel I would like to express my views on E-bikes on Sanibel and adding more
E-bike rentals to the Sanibel environment. 

Please- please do not add anymore E-bikes to the Sanibel environment!

As a dedicated biker/walker on the pathways all around Sanibel - I am now avoiding the pathways as
much as I can. I have been bumped into, cut in front of and wizzed past by E-bikers going way too fast
along side of my family and me when we are on shared use pathways. The speed at which they travel
is way above the posted speed and they are aggressive in their movement just because they can and
because they have the speed and a “larger bike” they feel they own the pathways.

Yes- there are E-bike people who are considerate and mindful and I appreciate them- But there are
many who are not and have little respect. I had a person on a very large mountain type E-bike cut in
front of me while driving my car down Periwinkle and zip in and out of traffic. One car almost hit him
because there was no regard for traffic and they were on a mission to be daring and had no regard to
others. There are mountain pathways for that.

Sanibel is getting back to the old-pre Ian Sanibel and the roads are busy, pathways at times are
packed with walkers/bikers/ 4 person bike carts and joggers…… we do not need to add more E-bikes
into the mix.

I know we have Rangers on the pathways to control speeds, but I have only seen a Ranger 2 times
while out - there needs to be more control over the pathways too during the busy season. 

I feel if a visitor to the island rents the E-bike they suddenly feel as if they are the only ones out there
and can go as fast as they want with their own agenda because they are on vacation and having fun.
That is not the Sanibel Way. The Sanibel Way is respect for others and our environment. 

Please do not add more E-bikes to the already crowded pathways of Sanibel.

Thank you,
And please keep us all safe-

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/PrEGzL_9Z0O58w!wjtALA60GG2Gjhp7xsvLG9aNlfb4Kuuzt1gZQ8OfyAJBulYJkXyRbpMSKTKiMbWk39UqvxwqKbirPdppPGUWFy3v3yWJi2X3w9XJ2tp4FAhQovqQMcI8az4h7yWE$


Patti Kolster
Proud Sanibel Resident-
1683 Bunting Lane
Sanibel.
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I do not want the e-bike chain coming to Sanibel

From Katie Barnes <barneskab2@sbcglobal.net>
Date Sun 2/22/2026 12:39 PM
To sanplan <sanplan@mysanibel.com>

Dear Paula,
I hope the plan commission continues to turn down the request for the company to come to Sanibel 
and rent space here.  It is very important we give business to Billy and Fin.  A chain would would take 
away so much business and that would be horrible. Love both are family owned and have been here 
for years/generations.  They both are committed to taking care of our island.  Please vote NO.    

Katie Barnes
2150 Egret Circle, Sanibel
Sent from my iPhone

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/PrEGzL_9Z0O58w!zDtAjE46GU0pYjL7bGpo1qbwfBL2fDXNORJ3Bs4vi8iSIZ-F8zGZK85lE0v7ivuuByXMb6D4Bj3bJfnraNJ062zDenRWLXTx6u2u678$
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Another Bicycle Rental Outlet

From campion05@yahoo.com <campion05@yahoo.com>
Date Sun 2/22/2026 12:09 PM
To sanplan <sanplan@mysanibel.com>

Hello Paula McMichael,

I'm not familiar with the details regarding a Facebook post I read regarding an
International Bike Rental Company wishing to open an outlet in the Islander Center.
However, if this is true, please accept my perspective.

One of the unique characteristics of our island is the focus on small family-owned
commercial businesses. I'm very familiar with both Fennimore's and Billy's Bikes,
having either rented or purchased services from both. Both companies have
supported our community through the good and bad times. Please don't destroy
the fabric of what makes Sanibel Island so very special to both residents and
tourists!

Campion Jaques
Winter address: 845 E. Gulf Drive
414-807-7501

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/PrEGzL_9Z0O58w!zJtOYiCamW3HI3H7zqpGdcWvD5nKNx9FfaBip1NoMVBL3KnJ_9WhKEZssijZWV1eEnIysTJOpFSVYxr7nz7Uu3w24igabwuc7w8$
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Re: e-bike rental company

From Julia White <bmwz3333@aol.com>
Date Sun 2/22/2026 11:03 AM
To sanplan <sanplan@mysanibel.com>

Dear. Ms. McMichael, 
    I am writing you to express my doubts about the introduction of more e-bike traffic on Sanibel.  This 
community can barely handle the biking numbers it currently has.  The SUP is crammed from sun up 
to sundown making peddling a chore rather than a pleasure.  Adding more traffic consisting of 
speeding e-bikes will just exacerbate the problem.  Please don’t allow this menace to increase.  There 
are already typo e-bike rental companies on the island, we can’t absorb another one.  
Sincerely,
Julia White 
Sent from my iPhone

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/PrEGzL_9Z0O58w!z3tO7I7auWPnw1L7rEoHVuslFi4ZyItnyYyGiCtujytYKenItIEiUBY4wGJvWXlGSSzXXThtTttGhTK7YTpkISpSdKjhaH4$
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E-bikes

From Lee Koronka <leekoronka@ymail.com>
Date Sun 2/22/2026 10:38 AM
To sanplan <sanplan@mysanibel.com>

Paula
Please no international EBike rental company.  For so many reason.  
I think we should leave our rentals to locals.  Billy’s bikes and Finnemores is enough!

Thank you
Lee Koronka 

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/PrEGzL_9Z0O58w!zLtOYqB6GQ3HolEaTqqHVRynSoRLfjmg7aMNRhsgyW1MjBGd6bB6XjGXufnnWpcUwWs1gWaevvoQqRY7cqj8ZZL0d-2o9LcozQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://mail.onelink.me/107872968?pid=nativeplacement&c=Global_Acquisition_YMktg_315_Internal_EmailSignature&af_sub1=Acquisition&af_sub2=Global_YMktg&af_sub3=&af_sub4=100000604&af_sub5=EmailSignature__Static_&af_ios_store_cpp=9d3a686e-218d-4849-8298-b480188dc8ac&af_android_url=https*3A*2F*2Fplay.google.com*2Fstore*2Fapps*2Fdetails*3Fid*3Dcom.yahoo.mobile.client.android.mail*26listing*3Demail_signature__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJQ!!PrEGzL_9Z0O58w!DDcGQ3UafiX5SQTsHw6RhaRyyDZ80aejDwzNw56tkraJ0f80g66iBw6GH7dbJB0OtbBocZfm-pFOUVNU3DXE$
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Ebike company input

From Andrea Kunkel <andreareichelkunkel@gmail.com>
Date Sun 2/22/2026 5:53 AM
To sanplan <sanplan@mysanibel.com>

Dear Ms. McMichael:
My name is Andrea Kunkel. Our family has been visiting Sanibel multiple times a year for close to 30
years. We are regular bike riders, and our four adult children grew up vacationing and riding bikes on
the island. We recently obtained permits to construct a house on Rabbit Road and will commence
construction shortly.

Our entire family is extremely opposed both to allowing chain businesses on the island and to
allowing or encouraging additional e-bike usage. While we believe e-bikes have a place and can be
useful, they also are problematic from a safety perspective and make regular biking, walking, and
running on the island much more challenging.

We are all looking forward to finally having our own little home in paradise, and we are troubled that
adding chain businesses and more e-bikes will have an irreversible and negative impact on the
character of the island. Sanibel is a unique place, and we urge you to vote against permitting this
business. Thank you for your attention.
Best regards,
Andrea Kunkel
713-542-6072

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/PrEGzL_9Z0O58w!wjtALAxSEGFvSP31g8RI1VSC03W7lzpIvRdviZouEz5zet_PrTGJ6QjVeQlfZsaA0EwYSOVNRNpgqHjtZF0GDvkSgF0_2RieF-9WDfLxehD9r09W4Wc9yR3VeLrV$
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Bike rental

From Art A <artaddie1001@gmail.com>
Date Sun 2/22/2026 3:07 AM
To sanplan <sanplan@mysanibel.com>

i just heard about a proposal to allow another bike rental company on the island. It sounds like a large
ebike business. we have 2 great rental businesses in town that have served us well and even went
above and beyond during and after Ian. they have been strugling on the island for years since, so to
consider allowing a new big box company to take it over is a mistake since it would further restrict the
existing suppliers. And directly goes against the sense of community that Sanibel has always had. so as
a property owner i am against it. Art Addie. 2074 Wild Lime Dr. Sanibel

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/PrEGzL_9Z0O58w!wjtALA-wES2s4h40IeWu-oXTIGx2Vrh00n4VYaOhAVJ03FSVrwIjODDMeNoiMcAB9uCSxn9_RfK1iYMtHPp-ox5XSksdCsn71PBmS5wacrhR9QSBlY7CIYSh2-gE$
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150 E-bikes

From Basil Rudawsky <basilrud@gmail.com>
Date Sun 2/22/2026 1:05 AM
To sanplan <sanplan@mysanibel.com>

Dear Ms. McMichael:

I am a full-time Sanibel resident.  I live on the SUP and I am also an almost daily user. I use a
traditional bicycle.  In the last two years, there has been an explosion of e-bikes on the path, and
It is inevitable that over time a majority of residents will switch to them.  It is now MUCH more
important to pay very close attention to who is approaching both from the front and the rear,
even on my traditional bicycle (and I am sure it is much worse for walkers).   Regardless of the
rules, e-bikes simply make traffic move faster on the path, and caution and courtesy by many
users has gone out the window.

I understand the physical need for some people to have e-bikes, and they are certainly
convenient for anyone.   Still, they add NO value to the overall “Sanibel vibe” on the SUP. They
mainly serve as an alternative for their riders to avoid being backed up in traffic on the roadway. 

There is NO WAY we should ever allow for another 150 e-bikes to be added to the SUP.
 Especially because the main users of those e-bikes would be visitors, that might have less
concern about our SUP rules, speed limits, etc. Ideally we would even limit the total number of e-
bikes that Billy’s and Finnimore’s are allowed to rent (but I realize this is probably not realistic). 

I am happy to discuss if you have any questions. Thank you for your attention. 

Basil Rudawsky
1350 Middle Gulf Drive 
314-574-0485

Sent from my mobile device -please excuse brief content.

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/PrEGzL_9Z0O58w!wLtCLWAWtS1nrd8bjUtGW99k2JaOhzdNW1N2Nz0CE4OIml4FNp_p-ZBorozGuCmrZpPbunzWJraFDvyvgb-2f5hc909uciJqJeDZz73HAD4AfD5XU5Yhflt-OrHr82LtjvcefYDSQQPH$
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Not another bicycle rental!!

From carasarah@gmail.com <carasarah@gmail.com>
Date Sun 2/22/2026 12:36 AM
To sanplan <sanplan@mysanibel.com>

Dear Paula,

It would seem unconscionable to permit another bike rental to sanibel , to the detriment of our two 
existing, wonderful businesses already catering to these needs.  

Living in the Bayous, my husband and I very regularly ride San CAP and all over, NOT with E bikes.   
But this isn’t the issue.   Billy’s have been fabulous with their service and we also patronize 
Finnimores, both long standing businesses. 

We’ll always remember the great kindness shown by Billys , GIVING away his Hurricane Ian-ruined 
stock which was rusty, but very usable.  Having felt bereft from 5 1/2 feet of water deluging our new 
home, this act really showed us what the Sanibel spirit was all about.   

Now, if an automotive repair/service business proposed entry onto Sanibel, I could endorse that!

Please continue the excellent vote of 2021 and vote no.

Thank you for your time, but also hope you are inundated with similar messages.  😁

Sarah Hoess 
4636 Bowen Bayou Rd. 

Sent from my iPhone

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/PrEGzL_9Z0O58w!zLtOom4U9-1p41L7bSqI9oL9wp5_lUm-tMf8J17sq-vMopaWAZvkeCrDzPWDuTrCkAiQs1zjHM2qASRIgeGF7H1bdxB-KX3GHA$
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eBikes

From William Morris <wmmorrismd@gmail.com>
Date Sun 2/22/2026 12:16 AM
To sanplan <sanplan@mysanibel.com>

as a resident of Sanibel Island, there are already enough bicycles on our bicycle paths and 150 more 
would cause undo congestion. W Morris W. Gulf Dr.
Sent from my iPhone

https://us-phishalarm-ewt.proofpoint.com/EWT/v1/PrEGzL_9Z0O58w!zLtPTI40GQOHg1L7bEpGNk9oLhkKLo9RjTl0EjSukUQtwswNP7quoRTKTZ6Jom9twy3ZoY3-IM9q8L58r_3Chqv0DxG6MZbs2g$
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