Background

The barrier island of Sanibel comprises a wide variety
of natural and altered environments. The community
of Sanibel strives to sustain ecological balance and
preserve and restore natural settings for residents,
visitors, and wildlife. The people of Sanibel are
sustained by the beauty and health of the island’s
natural and restored habitats, and they rely on the
coordinated vigilance of residents, government, and
private enterprise to protect and enhance these
habitats. Over the first two decades of the
community’s existence as a city, a tenuous balance
has been maintained between development and
preservation; and between regulatory control and the
rights and privileges of individuals. Government and
not-for-profit institutions have helped sustain the
balance by purchasing and restoring to natural
conditions substantial areas of open space and
threatened habitats.

Limited new development and redevelopment will
occur over the next twenty years. However, growth
limits and locations are well established, as are
regulations to minimize harm to the natural
environment and to the community’s character.

The specter of rampant development has diminished
as the community has matured. Nevertheless,
unwanted changes are occurring; visitation increases
as new “attractions” are developed; beaches and
refuge areas are becoming stressed by overuse; traffic
congestion is turning to gridlock; and formerly
“green” scenic corridors are becoming urbanized and
commercialized. These and other conditions and
trends cause residents to realize that, unless
protected, their island’s historic and cherished way of
life is in jeopardy.

To provide a sense of direction for the future, this
Vision Statement is a confirmation of the
community’s shared values and goals to guide future
decisions.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

To review the complete Sanibel Plan (the
Comprehensive Land Use plan of the City of
Sanibel, pursuant to Section 163, Florida
Statutes), visit the City of Sanibel’s website at
www.mysanibel.com, City Hall, or the Sanibel
Library

Please contact the City of Sanibel for additional
information

City Council
472-4135

City Manager
472-3700

Planning Department
472-4136

*This brochure is printed on 30% post-consumer recycled paper.
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